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Honourable Madam Speaker of Council, Cllr Caroline Mathebe; 

Honourable Members of the Mayoral Committee; 

Your Worship Mayors of our Five Local Municipalities;  

The Chief Whip of Council Cllr Coleman Marota; 

Speakers and Chief whips of our Five Local Municipalities; 

Chair of Chairs Cllr Nkosi Mahlake; 

Chairperson of Municipal Public Accounts Committee Cllr Mosedi Thamaga; 

Chairpersons of Section 79 Committees and Honourable Councillors; 

The Regional Secretary of the ANC in Sekhukhune Mr Jerry Maseko and other 

members of the Regional Executive Committee; 

Leadership of all our Tripartite Alliance structures; 

Leaders of political parties represented in Council; 

Our esteemed Traditional Leaders; 

The Chairperson of the SDA Mr Tito Nkadimeng and all SDA Board Members; 

Business community and Religious bodies; 

Non-Governmental Organizations and community based organizations; 

Municipal Manager Mapule Mokoko and your Senior Managers; 

District Senior Managers from our Sector Departments; 

The CEO of Hospitals and Cluster Commanders of our police stations; 

IEC and other Chapter 9 Institution strengthening our democracy; 

Employees of Sekhukhune District Municipality and Sector Departments; 

Friends from the Media;  

Ladies and Gentleman 
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(Opening) 

Madam Speaker 

On the 5th December 2000, we have queued in our magnitudes and voted for a 

democratic local government in South Africa. Today, standing before you, we have 

celebrated 15 years in that system.  

Standing in front of you and calling upon you to join me in celebrations and say 

‘Sekhukhune today is a better district than it was in the year 2000. And we again say, 

local government has worked better for our communities but I and you can make 

local government work better to advance people’s power.  

In the last five years, together with our communities and traditional leaders, we have 

increased the voice of communities in structures of local government. We have 

improved municipal responses to petitions and complaints from our communities. 

Local government is in your hands. 

Today, we have gathered here following the presentation of the State of the Nation 

Address by the President of the Republic of South Africa Honourable Jacob Zuma 

and the presentation of the State of the Province Address by the Premier of our 

Province Honourable Chupu Stanley Mathabatha, in February this year 2016. 

Madam speaker 

Let me share with you some of the most important historic political milestones that 

we will celebrate and commemorate: 

 The year 2016, marks 60th anniversary of Women’s March in 1956, 

  55 years of the formation of Umkhonto We Sizwe,  

 40th anniversary of the 1976 Soweto Students Uprising, and  

 20 years since the adoption of the Constitution in May 1996. 

 

Madam Speaker 

For us as South Africans, the month of April symbolizes freedom for us as a nation following 

the historic 1994 non-racial, non-sexist, free and democratic elections held in 1994. The 

momentous era that ushered in our first black president, the late Nelson Rolihlala Mandela. 
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And here in Sekhukhune, April 2016 marks the 30th anniversary since the brutal murder of 

Mampogwane Peter Nchabeleng ‘The Lion of the North’.  

This revolutionary par excellence, Peter Nchabeleng’s lifeless body was found in a state 

mortuary at Groblersdal on the 11 April 1986. He was arrested by the then Mankweng Riot 

Squad at his home, in front of his wife Getrude, on the 9th April 1986 and subsequently 

murdered. 

Honourable Speaker 

We express our sincere collective gratitude and tribute to the late Peter Nchableng, his 

family, his generation as well as the mighty 1986 “Sekhukhune Youth Congress” for their 

outstanding contribution towards attainment of freedom and democracy in our land.  

The murder of this great leader of our people sparked resistance protests across the 

province, punctuated by consumer boycotts that hit white towns of Tzaneen, Phalaborwa, 

former Pietersburg and Potgietersrus. 

Peter Nchabeleng had a rich history of struggle for liberation. He was one of the protagonists 

of the 1950 Sekhukhune Revolt, dubbed, Sebatakgomo. In 1962, he was arrested and 

charged for advancing the aims of a banned organisation and sabotage and incarcerated in 

Robben Island for eight (8) years. 

He was arrested again in 1977 for harbouring and recruiting activists for a liberation military 

training along with other twelve (12) comrades. On this charge he was acquitted, but his son 

Alleck Nchabeleng was sentenced and imprisoned in Robben Island. 

 In 1962, an attempt was made on his life with a letter bomb, which was defused by 

operatives sent by the ANC.Peter Nchabeleng participated in the setting up of UDF, under 

the auspices of the EDF Coordinating Committee, who’s Convener was Louis Mnguni a 

lecture at Turfloop at the time and Rejoice Mabudafasi its Secretary. 

In 1986, Peter Nchabeleng was elected the first President of the UDF Northern Transvaal. 

During this period, he was with other brave youth such as France Mohlala, Ephraim Mogale, 

Peter Mokaba, etc.  

And together, they mobilized youth organisations such as Sekhukhune Youth Congress, 

Northern Transvaal youth Congress, Northern Transvaal People’s Congress, to name but a 

few. 
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Having said that, we owe it to this revolutionary, Peter Nchabeleng and his generation, that 

the people of Sekhukhune District rise to the occasion to further the noble cause of building 

a national democratic society whose ideals are the creation of a non-racial, non-sexiest, 

inclusive and developmental state.  

 

Honourable Members and Compatriots 

On this special occasion, we salute the late Professor Magapatona, the late 

Komosasa Nyathi, the late Boikie Letlapa Mashego, the late Hlabeng Matlole of 

Delmas Trial, the late Magabe Mugabe the MK underground activist and the late 

Medupi Montjane among others.  

We also pay special tribute to the families of King Morwamoche Sekhukhune, 

paramount Chief Godfrey Sekhukhune, Lot Kgakgudi Maredi, the Kgwete brothers, Mack 

and Johannes, William Mosehla Sekhukhune, Molomo Ntwampe Ramonkung Mpheleng and 

Setswiki Matabala, Motodi Ntwampe, the late Ntate Hlabeng Matlole, Ntate Seloane 

Nkadimeng and the generation of those banished to Santalena. 

 

Madam Speaker 

We take this opportunity once again and salute Kgosi Mampuru Mampuru of Ga-

Mampuru village here in Tubatse area.  

Kgosi Mampuru was instrumental in harbouring political activists of our organisation 

during the times of the state of emergency and equally give refugee to the military 

operatives of Umkhonto we Sizwe at his home and at his royal caves. 

And this year, 2016, working together with Kgosi Makopole Mampuru, the African 

National Congress and the royal family, we will be unveiling the tombstone of Kgosi 

Mampuru Mampuru, as we celebrate his selfless contribution to the struggle for 

freedom.  
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(current climate) 

Honourable Speaker 

The 2016 State of the District Address is presented during a period when the country 

and indeed the entire globe is going through difficult economic downturn 

characterized by low levels of investments, declining commodity prices, raising 

poverty and inequality, low productivity levels and other factors which has a direct 

bearing on our country.  

The country has already projected its growth outlook to less than 1% , a trend 

confirmed by both IMF which projected our growth at 0,8% and World Bank at 0,9%. 

This simply means that government will not be in position to honour some of its 

mandate as the public expenditure levels is higher than the expected revenue.  

We have said in the National Development Plan, for South Africa to create jobs, fight 

poverty, provide comprehensive social security, attract investments and remain 

competitive, the economy needs to grow at an average of 6% annually.  

The current realities simply suggest that we have not been able to adequately 

resolve these challenging prevailing economic deficiencies. As the both the 

President and Premier alluded, this calls for the country to unite a coherent plan and 

ensure that there is unity of purpose and clarity of action in so far as macro-

economic policy is concerned.  

This economic situation affects mostly the developing countries such as ours and if 

this is not handled prudently especially at the level of governance, we may face a 

state bankruptcy and thereby result to an insolvent population.  

And ultimately the sinking levels of the triple challenge of poverty, unemployment 

and inequality to the majority of our people. 

This situation clearly means that as a country we will not be able to grow and 

produce the number of jobs that we anticipated. And added to these global economic 

uncertainties are domestic economic challenges such as drought, escalating 

electricity costs, ongoing labour disputes, declining currency etc.  
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And during both the SONA by the President and Budget speech by Finance Minister, 

serious emphasise was made about these economic challenges and the need to 

change behaviour and adjust ourselves as a nation to this unfortunate reality was 

stressed.  

 

(austerity measures) 

Honourable Speaker 

Our Municipality is not immune from the effects painted by this gloomy economic 

picture as we saw that in our recent 2015/2016 Adjustment Budget we had to reduce 

our revenue projections and obviously our expenditure.  

As this is still persistent, on a countrywide scale there is a reduced tax and 

employment base and therefore our revenue streams have been negatively 

affected.  

As a heavily grant dependent municipality with limited revenue base, this situation 

possess a challenge to both our capacity to provide services but also our long term 

future sustenance a public entity.  

It is against the above stated background that we must all of us in local government 

sphere endeavor to achieve more with less, and we must become innovative in 

approach and ensure that we manage the allocated resources to the exclusive 

benefits of our communities.  

 

Honourable Members 

The district municipality is still committed to Vision 2025 which is encapsulated in the 

broader vision of our country, vision 2030, the National Development Plan, NDP.  

Our commitment to this vision is guided by the fact that Sekhukhune today is a better 

place to live in than it was before.  

This is evident when one looks at the development that changed the then train 

station of Burgersfort into a magnificent city you see today.  



 Page 8 
 

Other examples of developments are the growth of Jane Furse, Groblersdal, 

Moratiwa, Ga-Nkoana and the lavish houses and luxury vehicles our people utilize 

today.  

We have declared that mining, agriculture and tourism are the key economic pillars. 

And we are concerned that the Anglo platinum group has announced measures to 

close some of its operations.  

We are concerned because we are heavily dependent on mining for our growth 

particular focusing on the Dilokong Platinum belt going into the Steelpoort Valley.  

The decision to shut down operations will result into job losses, increased level of 

poverty and growing gaps of inequality.  

We are aware that factors such as the ever escalating price of platinum, exchange 

rate, community unrests, commodity prices, etc are the cause of this mine closures. 

However, any loss of jobs is a critical matter to us. 

In addition to that, our province have been declared ‘a water disaster area’ by 

Honourable Premier Chupu Stanley Mathabatha. And we are equally affected as a 

District.  

For this reason, we are working with both the national and provincial government 

towards realizing the objectives of the ‘drought relieve programme’ so that our 

farmers and communities in particular can be relieved from the burden of drought.  

 

Honourable Members 

It is scientifically proven that the Sekhukhune District Municipality heavily rely on 

ground water for its sustenance, a source which is not reliable at all.  

Hence we are elated that on the 2nd April 2016, the Minister of Water and Sanitation 

Honourable Nomvula Mokonyane donated two mobile water packaged plant trucks 

to us a part of the relieve measure.  

We have since allocated those trucks to the people of Praktiseer new settlement who 

were in critical need for water.  
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And we appreciate the commitment by the honourable minister to allocate us with 

additional mobile packaged plants to be allocated to other local municipalities.  

 

(presidential) 

Madam Speaker 

Our country is celebrating twenty years since the adoption of the Constitution in May 

1996. The Constitution is grounded in the Freedom Charter, which continues to be 

the foundation of democratic South Africa.  

This Constitution enjoins all of us to build local government that has the capacity to: 

 Provide democratic and accountable government for local communities. 

 Ensure the provision of services to communities in a sustainable manner. 

 Promote social and economic development. 

 Promote safe and healthy environment; 

 Encourage involvement of communities and community organization on 

matters of local government. 

The District Municipality is still committed towards our country’s National 

Development Plan (NDP) aptly named Vision 2030 as a blue print of our 

developmental trajectory.  

Through this blue-print, we continue to support the call by the Honourable President 

that all South Africans should unite to tackle unemployment, poverty, inequality and 

other challenges facing our country.  

In line with the presidential and premier’s commitments, the district municipality will 

explore partnerships with th private sector to roll-out rural broadband and fee wifi to 

people as part of empowering people through technology thereby creating job 

opportunities. 

We are advancing people’s power in and through local government..  
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(premier’s) 

Honourable Members 

We salute Honourable Premier Chupu Stanley Mathathaba and his Cabinet for 

fulfilling their commitments towards the people of this province. We are proud that 

the Tompie Seleka College of Agriculture has been re-opened with successful 2016 

student intake.  

We are making a clarion call to all our youth to leverage the opportunities available 

at the college by enrolling to study there. One of the key projects in the cabinet nine 

point plan to revitalise the economy is agriculture and we believe through this 

college, our youth can acquire necessary technical skills and experience to 

revolutionaries agricultural production.  

This college has a potential to produce more agricultural economists, extension 

officers, pastures and soil scientists, agronomists and horticulturalist. 

We are also pleased that the provincial government has taken a decision to 

complete all the half-done roads which have been a serious cause of community 

dissatisfaction in our province.  

As the district municipality, we were also affected by this problem. Currently, the 

road from where we are now, Ga-Malekana passing Phasha-Mampuru to 

Mahlakwena is under construction.  

We are also happy to report that engineers have been appointed for the road leading 

to Ga-Riba village ‘ka thabeng’ which connects the R37 road.  

Engineers have also been appointed for the incomplete Tshikanoshi road passing 

Keerom, in the Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality.  

And equally so, engineers have been appointed to start work at the India road from 

Pelangwe village joining R37.  

Engineers have also been appointed for the Kgautswane to Alberton road and the 

Mogaladi to Mampane road respectively. 
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On behalf of the people of Sekhukhune District Municipality, we view the above-

mentioned interventions and other commitments from the provincial government, as 

befitting steps towards advancing the government program of rolling out key 

infrastructure to the people thereby ensuring economic spin offs of such investments 

benefits our people.  

 

(public participation) 

Honourable Members 

Working together with our communities, we have established a strong, accountable, 

transparent and resilient system of local government.  

Local communities are involved in all developmental initiatives in their respective 

localities. We have ensured that our councillors hold report back and feedback 

meetings with their communities. 

In our local municipalities, councillors work together with traditional leaders and non-

governmental organisations and forums.  

We are mindful that there are areas where our communities still experience 

challenges with public participation, but at the main, we are proud of the successes 

we make in advancing people’s power.. 

Speaker 

In the fifteen years of democratic local government we have been able to bring 

governance closer to the people by introducing public participation programmes.  

Key amongst them are Mayoral Imbizos, IDP / Budget Consultation, stake-holders 

engagements, presentation of Draft Annual reports of municipalities, etc.  

And the District Municipality and all its five local municipalities are equally engaging 

in these programmes.  
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Our public participation programmes have seen us criss-crossing the entire district 

consulting with our communities about all issues of governance. We have been 

visible at all our local municipalities.  

Our Dipoledishano programme meaning Mayoral Dialogue with Communities has 

since yielded expected results were stake-holders such as traditional leaders, people 

living with disabilities, business sector, faith-based organisations, women and 

children and the entire members of the community were the ones doing the talking 

and government listens. 

(good governance) 

Honourable Speaker 

We are committed to good governance and the fight against fraud and corruption. 

During this financial year, 2015 / 2016, we have been able to successfully deal with 

fifteen (15) cases of tender irregularities.  

This cases where subject of the courts after the accounting officer raised suspicion 

of fraud following their awarding. We are happy to report that the courts validated our 

suspicion and subsequently, those tenders have been re-awarded.  

On the occasion of 2015 SODA, we reported a significant improvement on financial 

reporting and sound financial management. This was after we received the first 

unqualified audit opinion since the establishment of municipalities in the year 2000, 

for the year 2012/13.  

And we are extremely proud to report that for the second time in a row, we have 

sustained the good financial reporting by scooping the second unqualified audit 

opinion for 2013/14 financial year. 

We are mainly proud because our local municipalities are also doing well in this 

regard. And we can only attribute this to the proper systems and controls that are in 

place, not forgetting the anti-fraud and anti-corruption strategies of Council 

(council report) 

Honourable Speaker 
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Our governance model called ‘separation of powers’ continues to yield good results. 

And today, our Council is executing its legislative mandate of playing oversight on 

the executive arm of this municipality diligently and efficiently.  

Our Section 79 committees and standing committees of Council like the Municipal 

Public accounts committee are fully functional.  

And we also attribute the good performance of our municipality in terms of financial 

reporting to the effectiveness and the meaningful role played by all the committees of 

council.  

We are still calling upon all our municipalities to pilot this model so that they too can 

realise the positive spin-offs we enjoy today.  

 (amalgamation) 

Honourable Councillors 

The process to amalgamate Fetakgomo Local Municipality and Greater Tubatse 

Local Municipality is at an advanced stage.  

Working together with Coghsta provincial department, Coghta national, SALGA and 

the Office of the Premier successfully established two committees which are: 

 Political Change Management Committee and 

 Technical Change Management Committee, and they are fully functional. 

 

The Political Change Management Committee comprised of politicians, union 

representative and traditional leaders under the stewardship of the Executive Mayor 

and the Technical Change Management Committee is comprised of administrators 

under the guidance of Mme Mapule Mokoko, the District Municipal Manager.  

Currently, the process of finding a new name for the municipality is underway and 

the MEC of Coghsta is legal bound to gazette the new name before the elections. 

The new Council to be elected during the 3rd August local government elections will 

process the finalization of the new name.  

The current administration offices at Burgersfort and Ga-Nkoana will continue to be 

used until the new council decide otherwise. 
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(rural development) 

Madam Speaker 

We wish to reiterate the fact that ours is a country that has adopted the National 

Development Plan as the road map towards development and sustenance. That is 

why we wish to reiterate the fact that we are passionate about one of the cardinal 

points of the 9-Point Plan which is ‘rural development’.  

On that note, we are reporting that the move to relocate the Sekhukhune District 

Municipal offices including offices of sector departments which are currently in 

Lebowakgomo to Jane Furse, is on course and that EXCO has taken a decision on 

that.  

The latest news is that following our agreement in principle with the Anglican Church 

about the 10 hectare of their land, we are only waiting for them to finalize some 

technicalities with the department of rural development so that we can finally acquire 

that land.  

This project incorporates farm Marzelerom at Ga-Moloi where 500 hectares of land 

have been surveyed.  

In that spirit, madam speaker, we wish to reiterate our renewed commitment to the 

Jane Furse / Mampuru Township Development.  

We are clear in our resolve that the Makhuduthamaga Local Municipality, which is 

our centre for development, seriously require the success of this project for it to 

thrive and contribute towards the economic growth of our country. 

We have reported during this kind of special sitting last year that we are 

implementing the Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act (SPLUMA). And 

we give ourselves a deadline of the 1st July 2015 as the date for its implementation.  
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We are happy to announce that significant progress have been made in this regard 

whereby the joint district development planning tribunal launched by SDM and its 

family of local municipalities is fully functional. 

   

 

(SPP) 

Honourable Speaker 

We have worked with the Department of Mineral Resources to achieve some of the 

aspirations of the Mining Charter for the locals to participate in the mining economy.  

We have worked with communities of Phasha-Mampuru, Ngwaabe, Tukakgomo 

(Southern Cluster Mining Communities) and established a Task Team to address the 

plight of the people. Even though the Task Team is not inclusive of all the stake-

holders, we continue to work with our people for their inclusion.  

The important sector to be included urgently in the Task Team is the Traditional 

Leaders. Last year, in 2015, we have committed that we have adopted what is 

commonly known as ‘Special Presidential Package’ as one of the measures we use 

to respond to the 9-Point Plan, particularly on the issue of adding value to the 

mineral wealth.  

We are pleased that following the completion of the tarred road to Tjate 3 village of 

King Thulare III, the tarred road to Maroteng village of Acting Kgosi-Kgolo 

Sekhukhune has also being completed.  

We said ours was the restoration of dignity to our traditional leaders who have 

endued the long toiling years under apartheid. 

Plans are at advanced stage for the construction of a tarred road from Mandagshoek 

to Atok, and the mines have committed to take full responsibility for that. 

 

(SDA) 

Speaker 
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Six years ago, in 2009, the Sekhukhune Development Agency (SDA) was formed. 

And its role was to facilitate development within the District Municipality by 

leveraging opportunities available in mining, agriculture and tourism.  

 

The SDA is the vehicle which we require to propel in order to achieve some of the 

cardinals of the 9-Point Plan, which are ‘revitalizing the agriculture and the agro-

processing value chains, encouraging private sector investments, unlocking the 

potential of SMMEs, Co-ops, township and rural development and growing tourism’. 

Since its establishment, the SDA has been involved in the following projects: 

 The establishment of the first Agri-Park in the district municipality to be built in 

Groblersdal town, Elias Motsoaledi Municipality, which is the central point for 

agricultural products in our district; 

 The completion of a Feedlot in Ga-Manoke village, Greater Tubatse 

Municipality, so that our emerging farmers can start selling the cattle 

competetively; 

 The implementation of the Steelpoort Town Regeneration Strategy, which is 

aimed at managing development in the town so that it can escape similar 

planning dilemma like Burgersfort and Jane Furse; and  

 The actualization of Aqua Tourism Center at Schuindraai Game Reserve in 

Ehpraim Mogale Local Municipality and a construction of a Lodge at Potlake 

Game Reserve, Fetakgomo/Greater Tubatse Local Municipality. 

 

Some of this projects have been achieved and some are still at planning stage. And we are 

hopeful that we advance people’s power in and through local government. 

(water and sanitation) 

Honourable Members 

In 2011, this Council has approved the continuation of our approach ‘towards bulk 

water infrastructure’. This approach was adopted following challenges with ground 

water source which proved completely unreliable.  
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And as such, we have continued to engage on this trajectory knowing fully well that 

in the meantime, some people will encounter challenges while others will continue 

benefitting from the existing reticulation systems in their areas.  

And ours was a conscious decision that embraced long term and sustainable means 

of water provisioning with a view of efficient utilization of the limited public resources 

at our disposal.  

And we equally understood very well that through other government means, 

temporary measures needed to be employed so that our people can continue 

receiving water, which is a source of live. 

Speaker, last year we have reported about how we are exploring our Water Master 

Plan as our guideline towards planning and implementation of water and sanitation 

projects.  

We even spoke at length regarding the rationalization of water provisioning by 

assigning teams of capable men and women attached to specific municipalities for 

efficiency and effectiveness.  

Added to that we promised that we are in a process of doing away with volunteerism 

by pump operators by appointing personnel which will execute this duty permantly 

into the system so that they also can receive salaries and benefits like other workers.  

And on this note we are pleased to announce that sixty six (66) pump operators have 

been appointed as general workers and we are in the process of appointing twenty 

five (25) before the end of this financial year.  

In the same spirit, we have committed to make additional appointments when 

vacancies become available. 

In our quest to strengthen our capacity to deal decisively with water challenges in our 

district municipality, we have streamlined our operations by designating MMC 

Mokhulwane Mathale the responsibility of operations and maintenance and MMC 

Fanie Lekola is assigned to infrastructure projects. 

Speaker, we are currently enjoying support from Coghsta provincial, Coghta 

national, Treasury national and provincial and MISA, so that working together with 
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officials of the district municipality, we can advance people’s power in and through 

local government. 

 

Speaker 

We are saying that together we shall build on the achievements made in the delivery 

of basic services to our people. And on water, significant progress has been made 

in increasing the number of households with access to water infrastructure.  

The total number of water projects we implemented since 2011 is thirty two (32) 

and the amount spent is 1,9 billion rand. And for 2015/16 finacial year, we are 

implementing twelve (12) projects valued at 120 million rand.  

It should be noted that majority of the projects we are talking about here are multi-

year projects. We continue to bring water facilities and water closer to the people so 

that we can continue improving the quality of lives.  

Our major schemes linking the entire district municipality namely: Mooihoek-

Tubatse, De Hoop Dam, Nkadimeng, Nebo Plateue, Zaaiplaats-Carbonites, 

Groblersdal-Luckau, Moutse East / Moutse West Bulk, Flag Boshielo, 

Olifantspoort schemes, are recording remarkable progress in the quest to deliver 

water to our communities.  

While this are our bulk infrastructure projects, it must further be noted that majority of 

our people still get water through boreholes and water tankers which are not 

sustainable. 

On that note, we are reporting that there are positives in the provisioning of water 

from De Hoop Dam. Bottle-necks also exist in that Eskom is lacking capacity to 

pump enough water, and this to us is a serious challenge.  

Majority of our people are now having access to clean and portable water. And this 

means that we have drastically decreased chances of exposure to diseases such as 

diarrhoea.  

Women are now emancipated from the bondages of asking for water or travelling 

long distances to risky areas to fetch water from rivers and wells.  
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Speaker 

On sanitation, the ANC government have increased access to basic sanitation 

services. Our district municipality has since 2011 completed 72 thousand VIP 

toilets and currently more that 20 thousand VIP toilets are under construction 

and the amount to be spend is 259 million rand.  

And by the end of 2015/2016 financial year, the total number of VIP toilets we will 

have built for the people will be more than 92 thousand since the year 2011. And 

the expenditure for that will be 1,2 billion rand and more.  

In addition to that, the district municipality has since 2011 embarked on a 

programme of upgrading and refurbishing sewerage systems and plants.  

To date, nine projects have been worked on and the total amount spend is 197 

million rand. And we have refurbished eight (8) Water Treatment Works costing 

221 million rand. 

 

(youth/edu) 

Honourable Members 

Since the 18th May 2011 local government elections, much has been achieved and 

more still need to be done to drastically improve the quality of lives of the previously 

marginalised and oppressed people of our country. And I refer to the black majority 

in particular ‘bana ba thari ye ntsho’. 

On Education, we have since witnessed serious increase in the number of students 

who passed matric and enrolled at tertiary institutions.  

And the district municipality together with its family of local municipalities has since 

introduced bursary schemes destines for needy and deserving students.  
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Since the introduction of the bursary scheme, we have assisted students who some 

have graduated as doctors, nurses, accountants and some are still at tertiary 

institution in order to make us proud.  

In order to resonate with the with the mission of taking youth very serious, we are on 

course with the annual Sekhukhune Youth Opportunity EXPO which is bringing the 

multifaceted opportunities to young people.  

This initiative was launched in 2015 in collaboration with SEDA, the presidency, 

small business development ministry and the mining companies. The second edition 

of this EXPO will be held from the 14-15 June 2016.  

We are optimistic that an array of youth opportunities such as career exhibitions, 

skills and training opportunities offered by SITAs and private companies as well as 

government, will result in much needed relieve to our youth.  

 

(traditiona leadership) 

Madam Speaker 

We salute Honourable Premier Chupu Stanley Mathabatha and his cabinet for 

having allocated our traditional leaders with vehicles. We say this intervention will 

assist them to execute their birth given duties. And we hope our communities will be 

effectively administered after this offer by government.  

We are saying to the Honourable Premier ‘sedikwa ga se pale’ and by so saying we 

wish to reemphasize our continued commitment as the district municipality and its 

local municipalities to the construction of tarred or paved roads from all the main 

roads towards the tribal kraals of our esteemed traditional leaders. 

Without contradiction, I know for sure that Makhuduthamaga Local Municipality has 

done exceptional well and this regard and we congratulate Mayor Honourable Alfred 

Matlala for a job well done. In that spirit we humbly call upon all our municipalities to 

start implementing this resolution as a matter of priority and principle in honour of our 

traditional leaders. 
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‘Lena ba ntlo puleng’, we honour you and respect you so much to an extend that you 

are all witnessed to the systematic assistance that the district municipality, its local 

municipality, Coghsta and the Office of the Premier offers you at all times during 

times of happiness and in times of grief. And we applaud the ANC-led government 

for having taken such conscious decision. We love you. 

(on sports) 

Speaker 

Regarding sports, we are saying that as a district municipality united in diversity we 

will continue using sports as another form of unification. We utilize ‘sports’ as a 

means to ensure that we coexist in peace and harmony.  

We engage in variety of sporting activities also to keep the memory of Tata Madiba, 

our late international icon, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, alive. Speaker, our flagship 

sporting activities in the district are as follows:  

- Eastern Limb Mines/Executive Mayor’s Road Race, held in Praktiseer every 

December in collaboration with LIMA; 

- Executive Mayor’s Cup, normally taking in June and now December and it is 

rotating across all locals, include all sporting codes; and 

- Indegenous Games, kgati, moruba, morabaraba, normally in July and across 

all the locals in partnership with department of sports, arts and culture. It ends 

at national level. 

 

And we appeal to our traditional leaders, leaders of faith based organisations, 

community leaders, private sector, media and everybody listening to this message to 

support this initiatives. 

 

(HIV-AIDS/TB) 

Honourable Members 

It is important to equally state that amidst the high prevalence of HIV/AIDS in our 

country, sports can be used by people living with HIV/AIDS and all those who are 
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negative in the quest for healthy life styles as our own Honourable Minister Dr Aaron 

Motsoaledi normally encourages us. 

We are calling for schools to go back to basics with schools sports and for traditional 

leaders to encourage parents to motivate their kids into indigenous games like kgati, 

beke, morabaraba, etc. 

 

This if achieved will also contributes towards taking young people of the streets so 

that they can avoid unwanted pregnancies and other social ills like alcohol and drug 

abuse.  

We can only assist in fighting nyaope and other drugs is society re-visit sports as a 

critical component for healthy living. 

Statistics South Africa (Stats-SA), says majority of death cases in our country are 

related to Tubercolosis (TB) and HIV/AIDS. It must also be noted that countrywide, 

the Sekhukhune District Municipality is rated Number 6 on TB prevalence.  

I want to call upon all our people be part of campaigns to fight against the spread of 

this dreadful deseases.  

We have launched District and Local AIDS Councils and we are calling upon our 

traditional leaders to assist in launching War Rooms nerve centres to promote this 

campaigns. 

 

(priorities) 

Madam Speaker 

When we took over political administration in 2011 after the 3rd democratic local 

government elections, we set ourselves mayoral strategic priorities as benchmarks 

to assess our work .  

The six mayoral priorites as adopted by the Executive then were aligned with the 

manifesto of the people and amongst others had the noble objectives of: 

- intensifying provision of basic services 
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- fostering social cohesion and nation building through active citizenry 

- creating jobs and fighting poverty  

- providing sound financial management etc  

We have worked tirelessly hard in ensuring that these objectives are achieved within 

the ambits of limited public resources.  

Indeed more households have access to basic service than they were 5 years ago, 

indeed we can proudly say that the quality of life in general has improved, we can 

attest to the fact that democracy is working and people participate in government 

processes. 

However we are the first to acknowledge that it has not been easy, we are still faced 

with massive developmental challenges especially as it relates to access to basic 

services.  

We are a growing district and as we grow demand for basic services increases.  

 

(social compacts) 

Honourabal Speaker 

We have a task to ensure that our improve our capacity to meet the growing demand 

and this we can only do if we are able to utilise allocated budgets optimally, employ 

technically sound officials, tighten our oversight work but most importantly ensure 

that we improve on revenue collection to augment our conditional grants allocation.  

This can be done only if we can unite the 1,2 million population of Sekhukhune, 

young and old, black and white to start being active agents and participants towards 

a shared developmental future. 

Indeed a social compact between government, traditional leaders, rate payers, 

business, labour and other stakeholders is essential towards realising the goals of  a 

developmental local government as spelled out in the white paper of 1998.  

(conclusion) 

Honourable Members 
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The Honourable President of the Republic of South Africa Mr Jacob Zuma has 

announced that the 3rd August 2016, will be the date for the fourth democratic local 

government elections.  

And we are calling upon every citizen of our district to go to local municipal offices 

and verify if their details in the voter’s roll are still in order.  

In conclusion, we are currently embarking on IDP/Budget Public Participation 

Programme for the financial year 2016/2017 – 2020/2021.  

We call upon all our people to join our councillors in actualizing what we referred to 

when we said ‘the people shall govern’. 

We have created this opportunity of the State of the District Address to account on 

the work done since May 2011 elections. And lastly, we say: 

We have been honoured to work with our traditional leaders in making Sekhukhune 

District Municipality a better place to live in that it was before 1994.  

We are proud to have developed policies as Council which enabled us to honour our 

traditional leaders during their cultural celebrations like King Mampuru Day, King 

Nyabela Day, King Sekhukhune Day, King Thulare Day, and other events.  

We shared in the grieve of our traditional leaders during bereavements and support 

their inaugurations. We have enjoyed working with our traditional leaders who are 

members of our Councils.  

We thank all traditional leaders who are members of the District Local House of 

Traditional Leaders for the guidance. 

‘Sebatakgomo’. 

Ke a Leboga 

I thank You 

Baie Dankie 

Lotshani. 


